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PRAYER AND HELPLESSNESS 


Prayer and helplessness are inseparable. Only he who is helpless 
can truly pray. 


Listen to this, you who are often so helpless that you do not know 
what to do. At times you do not even know how to pray. Your mind 
seems full of sin and impurity. God and eternal and holy things 
seem so distant and foreign to you that you feel that you add sin to 
sin by desiring to approach God in such a state of mind. Now and 
then you must ask yourself the question, “Do | really desire to be set 
free from the luke-warmness of my heart and my worldly life? Is 
not my Christian life always lukewarm and half-hearted for the simple 
reason that deep down in my heart | desire it that way >?”’ 


Thus an honest soul struggles against the dishonesty of his own 
being. He feels himself so helplessly lost that his prayers freeze on 
his lips. 


Listen, my friend! Your helplessness is your best prayer. It calls 
from your heart to the heart of God with greater effort than all your 
uttered pleas. He hears it from the very moment that you are seized 
with helplessness, and He becomes actively engaged at once in hearing 
and answering the prayer of your helplessness. He hears today as 
He heard the helpless and wordless prayer of the man sick with 
the palsy. 

—From PRAYER, by O. Hallesby. 
Augsburg Publishing House 
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This issue abounds in helpful sug- 
gestions about prayer. The Cover quo- 
tation is from the most effective book 
— in the Editor’s opinion — avail- 
able on the subject. Translated from 
the Norwegian in 1931, Dr. Hallesby’s 
work has since been printed in fifty 
English editions. As a pastor I dis- 
covered that this was one book that 
once handed out, seldom came back. 
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I have ordered several dozen a year PAUL: A PRAYING APOSTLE 5 
for people who wanted to keep the Dr. James Sprunt 
copy I had lent them. nae . . ae fo ' i 
PRAYER AND HEALING (The Sermon) 7 
Dr. Henry Best 

There are two ways readers can EDITORIALS 10 
render valuable assistance, if you will: 

——e roe DIVINE INSULATION 11 

irst, let us know your reaction to “" 

the various changes you can detect in Dr. L. Nelson Bell 
the JOURNAL, both in content and SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 14 
in format. We earnestly desire your 
frank opinion on everything from read- YOUTH WORK 16 
ability to reviews. Secondly, we want : ‘ — . 
to know when your magazine is de- ee CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY 17 ‘ 
livered to you by the postoffice. We Sn commen aren sin . 
have reason to believe that our mail . THE CHURCH AT HOME 21 
service can be improved but we need — BOOK REVIEWS 11, 23 
to have an accurate tabulation of de- : 
livery dates in various parts of the THE MAILBAG 24 
country. = 

Not long ago I attended a Presby- 
terian meeting in which protests were Rev. G. Aiken Tavlor. Ph.D Editor 
voiced when a candidate for the min- pe we: . ’ — ‘ 
istry was asked if he believed in the Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D. Managing Editor 
Virgin Birth. The objector pointed out 
that the candidate had already said he L. Nelson Bell, M.D., F.A.C.S. Associate Editor 
believed himself firmly in accord with Z » ee . , 
the Presbyterian system of theology. Rev. Wade C. Smith Associate Editor 
I couldn’t help wondering why the 
»bjection. C any be firmly i 
; wn mage —s nace = — - The Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian weekly magazine, devoted to the ' 
accord wi t e _— yterian SY stem statement. defense, and propagation of the Gospel, the faith which was once 
of theology if he did not believe in for all delivered unto the saints, published every Wednesday by the Southern 
the Virgin Birth? (The candidate Presbyterian Journal, Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. 
said he did, but he didn’t consider Editorial Offices: 84 Kimberly Ave., Asheville, N. C. All editorial correspondence \ 
it necessary to salvation.) 


should be addressed to Asheville, P. O. Box 3108. 


— Business Offices: Weaverville, N. C. All changes of address, business and 
advertising correspondence. 
An intriguing cut-line appeared over . 

om enticle on religion in the Charlotte en am nc authorized at Weaverville, N. C. Vol. XVIII, No. 27, 
News and Observer. The story was pee 
about the current religious “boom” Changes of address : Please send both old and new addresses, allowing three 
in America, which the author rightly a 
recognized as a popular obsession with 
‘vishful thinking. The cut-line: “Flip- 
Top Pulpits For Filter-Tip Faith.” 
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BRAZIL — Missionary evangelists 
from all three of our Brazil missions 
will gather in the city of Belo Hori- 
zonte, state of Minas Gerais, in Jan- 
uary. Sponsored by the Rev. E. E. 
Gilmore of our East Brazil mission, 
the evangelists will share methods and 
experiences which vary greatly over 
the vast reaches of Brazil, and hear 
addresses by Dr. Roy Huston, an 
evangelistic missionary from Africa. 

—Pierre W. Dubose, Jr 





KOREA — Infectious hepatitis re- 
cently took heavy toll among mem- 
bers of the Mission here. Recent 
victims have been Dr. Laurence Simp- 
son, acting director of the Graham 
T. B. Sanatorium, Dr. Keith Crim, 
professor at Taejon College, and Mrs. 
Robert E. Hoffman of Mokpo. Dur- 
ing the past year the Rev. David 
Parks, Dr. Robert Phillips, and Mrs. 
Paul Crane (all of Chunju) have suf- 
fered from this disease which usually 
requires several months rest, with con- 
sequent losses to the work program 
of the Mission. Pray for these la- 
borers, that the sick may recover and 
that no further cases may develop. 

—Joe B. Hopper 





CONGO — Independence is the big 
word in the Congo today. It is the 
topic of conversation among both 
whites and blacks. The word, its 
meaning and implications are not un- 
derstood by the masses. Yet it is 
their constant thought and daily cry. 
Complete political independence today 
would mean inter-tribal warfare and 
slaughter that would be appalling. The 
only solution to the problem is to be 
found in the Gospel. Having found 
Christ, like all men the Congolese put 
aside the obsession for a superior 
place for themselves and their tribes, 
to become “slaves of Jesus Christ.” 

—William T. Muleay 
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Board Of Education Invited To Charlotte 


RICHMOND, VA. —(PN)— The 
Board of Christian Education of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., has been 
offered $250,000 and a piece of land 
for a new building if the Board will 


move its offices from Richmond to 
Charlotte, N. C. it was announced 
recently. 


The Board appointed a committee 
to meet in Charlotte Nov. 6 to investi- 
gate the proposal. 


The offer came from three Presby- 
terian churchmen who asked not to 
be identified. They are reported to 
have said they represented “interested 
groups” in Charlotte who wanted to 
move the Board and its some 200 em- 
ployees from Richmond. 


The Charlotte delegation was also 
reported as saying the move would be 
profitable for the _ Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., because Charlotte ‘“‘is 
such an aggressive center of Presby- 
terianism.”’ 


Two national wire services quoted 
Dr. Marshall C. Dendy, executive sec- 
retary of the Board as saying, “We 
have never seriously considered mov- 
ing from Richmond, so our committee 
will need to explore the idea thor- 
oughly.” 


The Committee appointed to study 
the proposal will report back to the 
next full meeting of the Board, in 
January. 





NASHVILLE — An appeal to the 
Church on behalf of the suffering 
millions of Japan has been authorized 
by the General Council, following the 
devastation of typhoon Vera. Any 
who are interested in having a part 
in this urgent ministry are asked to 
send their contributions to the Treas- 
urer, Board of World Missions, Box 
330, Nashville, Tenn., marking their 
gifts “Japan Typhoon Relief.” Par- 
cels of clothing, blankets, etc., should 
go to the nearest Church World Serv- 
ice Center: 4165 Duncan Ave., St. 
Louis 10, Mo., or New Windsor, Mary- 
land. 
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OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla. (RNS)— 
Efforts to defend the constitutionality 
of building a chapel at a state or- 
phans home were made here against 
a suit charging that such a chapel 
would violate the principle of the sepa- 
ration of church and state. 


In question was a proposed $126,- 
000 chapel for Whitaker State Or- 
phans Home at Pryor, to be erected 
with funds from the estate of W. A. 
Graham, late Pryor banker, who left 
some $1,700,000 to the town and to 
Mayes County. 


When the estate’s trustees decided 
to build a chapel at the state institu- 
tion, Mr. and Mrs. M. W. Williams 
went to court to stop the project, con- 
tending it would violate constitutional 
bans on using public money for re- 
ligious purposes. 


Defending the proposed chapel, At- 
torney John Walker cited long-accept- 
ed involvements of Church and State. 
“Is it wrong to have a prayer at a 
football game?” he asked, referring 
to the practice of holding prayer prior 
to games in the state university sta- 
dium. 


He also cited the practice of using 
state funds to pay chaplains to lead 
prayer services before both houses 
of the state legislature, and the erec- 
tion and maintenance of chapels at 
public reformatories and _ hospitals 
along with hiring of chaplains at some 
of those institutions. 


He argued that the chapel would be 
non-denominational and that “no child 
will be required to attend services.” 


The Williams’ attorney, George Jen- 
nings, claimed use of the money for 
a chapel would violate both state and 
federal constitutions. He cited a case 
in which a court had held that a state 
college could not charge as part of 
enrolment fees a fee for maintaining 
the YMCA and YWCA. 


Decision of the court will be handed 


down at a later date. (See editorial, 
p. 10). 
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INDIANAPOLIS, IND. Once 
again God has used Billy Graham to 
pour out a blessing upon a great city. 
This time, Indianapolis. Beginning 
with light attendance, the Crusade 
went into its final week with overflow 
crowds witnessing hundreds of 
sions for Christ. 


deci- 


Especially effective in this Crusade 
were “Youth Night” services held sev- 
eral times. Nearly 14,500 persons at- 
tended the first one, with an estimated 
700 persons — three fourths of them 
teenagers — answering the evange- 
list’s call to accept and live for Christ. 


As always, the Crusade was a mov- 
ing drama of persons — persons from 
all walks of life and all ages. There 
was the slender youth in an ROTC 
uniform, joined by several arm-in-arm 
pairs of girls. One of the inquirers 
was a boy of about 10. 


Graham’s messages were often en- 
forced by the personal testimony of 
prominent men and women who spoke 
of their love for Christ. One 
former Little All-American footballer 
Dave Burnham of Wheaton College. 
Now a minister in Akron, O., he told 
the audience: “I was a preacher’s son. 
As I grew up I got sick of being asked, 
‘how’s our little preacher boy today.’ 
I didn’t like the idea of Christianity 
and I decided to get thrills out of life 
— especially in football. 


was 


“Then I answered the call of Christ 
there’s no greater thrill in life 
than that,” he stated. 


Another speaker was cowboy song- 
writer Stuart Hamblen who stated: 
“T thought I was a man’s man. My 
hands are busted. I didn’t bust them 
playing croquet. I’ve seen a lot of 
thrills. I saw my horses win many 
races. I drank. I was an alcoholic. 


“Today I’m trying to be the man 
Christ wants me to be. The love of 
Jesus is the most powerful and most 
beautiful thing I’ve ever known. If 
you know anything other than Christ 
that can change a man like me, I'd 
like to know what it is,’ he said. 


“Our General Assembly is clearly 
divided into two groups. Although a 
large part of the Assembly cannot be 
catalogued with either of these groups, 
their leadership 
in the discussion 


plays a major role 
of issues before the 


Church. They are sharply divided, 
among other things, by their the- 
ological positions, their attitude to- 


ward other communions, and their po- 
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These dif- 
Mon- 


sition on social questions. 


ferences come to focus in 


treat 


“If these observations be true, the 
‘Montreat situation’ is the situation 
of the Church as a whole. Montreat 
has no problems but such as are com- 
mon to the whole Church. 


tion 


The ques- 
is whether the Church, with its 
various points of view and its un- 
controversies can come to- 
gether in one place for worship, study 
and recreation. If it cannot come to- 
gether for the glory of God and the 
welfare of His Church in 


resolved 


Montreat, 


it is to be doubted whether 
come together anywhere 


it could 


‘““May Montreat be the place where 
the whole Church comes together for 
worship and study and recreation and 
goes away blessed by the Holy Spirit, 
with new insights into the meaning 
of His Word, and refreshed for the 
tasks of the Church of Christ in the 
nation and the world.” 


* * « K 


Comments made by Dr. C. Grier 
the Montreat Boards at the 
his acceptance of the presi- 
(See editorial, p. 10). 


Davis to 
time of 
dency. 





DESIGNED IN THE REFORMED TRADITION 


From time to time the JOURNAL 
will offer attractive designs of sanc- 
tuary and chancel arrangements faith- 
ful to the Presbyterian tradition in 
theology and of worship. Below is 
pictured the sanctuary of the North- 
side church of Burlington, Nor. Car. 
The Rev. Don C. Skinner is the pastor. 


The chancel combines the best fea- 


tures of the central pulpit arrange- 
ment and the divided choir arrange- 
ment, with an _ attractive reredos 


thrown in for good measure. 


At the center stands the pulpit, 
but recessed into the chancel area by 
a distance approximately equal to the 
depth of the communion table which 
stands before it on the level of the 


congregation. The front, or outer 
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of the 
choir area. 


edge table with the 
Thus the minister stands 
approximately midway the length of 
the choir pews on either side. 


lines up 


Behind the pulpit chairs is a wood- 
en screen, back of located 
the organ console. The organist sits 
almost entirely out of sight (the back 
of the center chair being higher than 
the screen), yet visible to all mem- 
bers of the choir. The 
ceals the organ chamber. 


which is 


reredos con- 


Visitors to 
frequently 


the Northside 
remark on its 
and its beauty. 


church 
simplicity 
The design is not only 
in keeping with the Presbyterian the- 
ology it so aptly but is 
agreeable to the leader of worship, 
and pleasing to the worshipper. 


expresses, 
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Paul: A Praying Apostle 


Some years ago when he was pas- 
tor of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Pittsburg, Dr. Clarence E. Macart- 
ney set aside a certain space in the 
weekly bulletin of the church inviting 
members of his congregation to vote 
for “The Greatest Men of the Bible.” 
Which man of the Bible stood first in 
the voting of that intelligent congre- 
gation would you say? Well, you are 
right, for it was the Apostle Paul. I 
think we would probably all agree on 
that — an assumption which is itself 
remarkable. For the Saul of the 
New Testament in one respect is like 
the Saul of the Old Testament — he 
is head and shoulders above his fel- 
lows. To no other man do we owe 
as much for our understanding of the 
Gospel of Jesus as we do to Paul. 
No other man in the history of the 
Christian centuries has made a great- 
er impact upon the Church, and 
through the Church upon the world 
than has this man Paul. If Moses is 
the towering figure of the Old Testa- 
ment, even so was Paul the towering 
figure of the New Testament, aside, 
of course, from our Lord Jesus Him- 
self. And as the New Testament is 
the flowering and crown of the Old, 
and in that sense superior to it, so the 
outstanding man of the New is by that 
token greater than the outstanding 
man of the Old. Hence by this process 
of reasoning the Great Apostle stands 
out above all those characters that 
play their part upon the stage of the 
Drama of Redemption. 


Many books have been written about 
the Apostle. They deal with Paul from 
many angles: Paul the Thinker, the 
Massive Intellect; Paul the Mystic; 
Paul the Preacher, the most powerful 
of them all, greater than Jonah even; 
Paul the Churchman, founder and or- 
ganizer of many; Paul the Pastor; 
Paul the Missionary, the indefatigable 
adventurer; Paul the Prisoner, an am- 
bassador in chains; Paul the Christian 
Soldier, more than conqueror through 
Him who loves us; and other aspects 
of his character. But none of them 


JAMES SPRUNT, Th.M., D.D. 


emphasize that facet of his life that 
I wish to underscore: Paul, the Man 
of Prayer. I hope that some day 
someone will give that adequate treat- 
ment, because Paul as a pattern of 
prayer would be as helpful to us as 
he is a pattern in other realms of 
Christian life and service. 


As a matter of fact, the practice of 
prayer lay at the center and core of 
Paul’s life and ministry. When the 
proud Pharisee on his way to Damas- 
cus, “breathing murderous threats 
against the disciples of the Lord,” 
was confronted by the Risen Lord he 
fell upon his face to the ground in 
conversion and dedication. And that 
attitude of prayer was the hallmark 
of all his after life, the whole of his 
courageous, adventurous, missionary 
career. When the Lord commanded 
Ananias of Damascus to go to the 
street called Straight and baptize this 
fearsome Pharisee into the fellowship 
of the Church, the first descriptive 
word that he was given concerning 
him was the significant statement, 
“for, behold, he prayeth!’”’ And when 
Ananias arrived, the then Saul of 
Tarsus arose from prayer to be bap- 
tized. It was from a prayer meeting 
at Antioch, where the disciples were 
first called Christians, that Paul and 
Barnabas were sent forth on their mis- 
sionary service. Prayer was his prac- 
tice in the whole of his service. 


But it is from an examination of 
his letters which have so enriched the 
Church through all these centuries, 
and which form the bulk of our New 
Testament, that we gain the clearest 
concept of Paul as a Man of Prayer. 


PAUL’S PRAYER 


Catch the spirit of these state- 
ments with me: 

From Romans 1:9, 11: “God is my 
witness . . . that without ceasing I 
make mention of you always in my 
prayers. For I long to see you, that 
I may impart unto you some spiritual 
gift, to the end ye may be established.” 


10:1: “My heart’s desire and prayer 
to God for Israel is, that they might 
be saved.” 


From First Corinthians 1:4: “I 
thank my God always on your behalf, 
for the grace of God which is given 
you by Jesus Christ.” 


From Galatians 4:19: “My little 
children, of whom I travail in birth 
again until Christ be formed in you.” 


From Ephesians 3:14: “I bow my 
knees unto the Father ... that He 
would grant you... to be strength- 
ened with might by His Spirit in the 
inner man.” 


From Philippians 1:3, 4: “ I thank 
my God upon every remembrance of 
you, always in every prayer of mine 
for you all making request with joy.” 


From First Thessalonians 3:9, 10: 
“We joy for your sakes before God; 
Night and day praying exceedingly 
that we might . . . perfect that which 
is lacking in your faith.” 


From Second Thessalonians 1:3, 11: 
“We are bound to thank God always 
for you. Wherefore also we pray 
for Fees 


From First Timothy 2:8: “I desire 
then that in every place the men 
should pray...” 


From Second Timothy 1:3: “I thank 
God... that without ceasing I have 
remembrance of thee in my prayers 
night and day.” 


When you put these verses together 
they form the mosaic of a man whose 
injunctions to the Thessalonians (I 
Thess. 5:17), “Pray without ceasing,” 
was simply the characteristic mark 
and expression of his own life. There 
are two phases of prayer that come 
out again and again as we read his 
various letters, in passages that show 
how he revealed, all unconsciously, to 
his readers the secret of his own mag- 
nificent life. One is his constant 
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thankfulness in prayer, and the other 
is his continual use of intercession. 
Let us consider them. 


GRATEFUL PRAYER 


1. Thanksgiving in Prayer. Thanks- 
giving is only a passing phase of our 
prayer life, I am afraid, a phase soon 
completed as we pass on the more 
vital occupation (as we think) of gain- 
ing some further blessings from God’s 
bounty. But with Paul, it was a con- 
stant attitude. Nearly all of his let- 
ters open with an expression of en- 
thusiastic thanksgiving. And through 
them all the underground stream of 
gratitude runs strong, now and again 
breaking through and bubbling ef- 
fervescently to the surface in the midst 
of argument or doctrinal teachings in 
“slowing exclamations and fervent 
doxologies.” “Thanks be unto God 
Who giveth us the victory!” “Thanks 
be unto God Who always causeth us 
to triumph in Christ!” “Thanks be un- 
to God for His unspeakable gift!” In 
his letter to the Romans, as he thinks 
back over the wonderful story of all 
that God has done for sinful men, 
there wells up in his heart, character- 
istically enough, a paean of praise to 
Him Who made this heritage possible: 
“O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! Of 
Him, and through Him, and to Him are 
all things: to Him be glory for ever. 
Amen” (11:33, 36). (One of the 
grandest summations of the Calvin- 
istic system of theology ever penned) 


In Acts, Luke reminds us often of 
this trait of thanksgiving in prayer 
of the man whose companion and 
disciple he was. He tells us of how 
when Paul and Silas had been flung 
into the foul innermost dungeon of 
the jail in Philippi for no cause what- 
ever, and with their backs bleeding 
from a Roman flogging, that then, at 
such a time, in the darkness of the 
midnight hour, they were praying and 
singing hymns. 


Luke tells us also of that hazardous 
voyage to Rome and the dreadful 
nor’easter that brought shipwreck in 
its wake. When after fourteen days 
the ship’s company had a morsel to 
eat, before Paul broke the bread, he 
gave thanks to God in the presence 
of them all. Even in so dire a stress 
he did not forget his way of life. 
Yet how often do we in the presence 
of those who do not feel as we do 
fail to maintain this simple habit of 
thanksgiving? Said a little boy to his 
mother, a friend of mine, on one of 
his first trips to a restaurant as he 


saw people oblivious of his family cus- 
tom, “Mama, are none of these people 
Christians?” Do we always reveal what 
we are? 


As Dr. Charles E. Jefferson wrote in 
his delightful and helpful book on 
“The Character of Paul,” “Gratitude 
is the exquisite flower of a fine na- 
ture...” and “In Paul’s gratitude 
we see one of the loveliest traits of 
his character.”’ Yet there are so many 
of us who, for one reason or another 
or no reason at all, are thoughtless 
and thankless in our approach to God. 
Paul under every circumstance, ad- 
verse or otherwise, found cause for 
thanksgiving to God and thankfulness 
to his friends. Even when there was 
no apparent cause, he unearthed one. 
When he wrote his second letter to the 
Corinthians, although he could not 
thank God for their spiritual welfare 
and progress, he thanked God for the 
suffering they had caused him be- 
cause in proportion to his suffering he 
had been comforted of God and better 
able by the experience to comfort 
others. If we are men and women 
of the grateful heart, we can always 
discover cause for gratitude. Dr. 
James Stalker of Scotland was known 
for his constant evidence of this Pau- 
line trait. I have heard that when 
he was the Sprunt Lecturer at Union 
Seminary years ago, they noticed it. 
And one night when it was particular- 
ly stormy and but few people could 
brave the bitter weather to get out 
he said to God, “Lord, we thank thee 
that it is not as bad as this every 
night!” My friends, we need more 
thankfulness in prayer. Let us not 
be silent in the face of His mercies 
which are new every morning and 
fresh every evening. All of us need 
to remember the appeal of the Gos- 
pel song, 


“Count your many blessings, 
name them one by one, 


And it will surprise you what 
the Lord hath done.” 


INTERCESSORY PRAYER 


2. Intercession in Prayer. But let 


us also think of the other prominent 
mark of Paul’s prayers — intercession. 
Paul not only was always grateful to 
God, he was always thoughtful and 
unselfish in his attitude toward 
others, and much of the content of 
his prayer life, as revealed in his let- 
ters, was intercession for them. To 
the Ephesian Christians he wrote, “I 
cease not to give thanks for you, mak- 
ing mention of you in my prayers,” 


going on to describe the nature of his 
petitions for them. 
there must have been many for Paul 
had worked with them over two years 





And his friends | 


and had many of them individually on | 


his heart. To the Thessalonians he 
wrote the same. To Timothy as an 
individual he wrote that he was un- 
ceasing in his remembrance of him in 
his supplications night and day. And 
think of the friends he had in the 
church at Rome whose needs he would 
be remembering before God daily! 
The last chapter of Romans is little 
more than a long list of these indi- 


viduals to whom he felt indebted in ' 


Christ. What a prayer list Paul must 
have had! No chance of his hopping 


out of bed five minutes before break- 
fast and getting his praying done— 
too many people on his heart! Nor 
would he confine his praying to a 
general intercession, as we so often 
do, “God bless Timothy, God bless 
Titus, God bless Phoebe, God bless 
Prisca and Aquila.” But he made 


definite petitions for definite people. | 


To be sure he asked largely for spirit- 
ual blessings to be granted to them, 
but they were specifically stated and 
the result of careful, loving thought. 
The two great prayers in Ephesians 
and the one in Colossians (1-8-12) are 
evidence of his specific appeals to 
God. And they are illustrations of 
the fact that intercessory prayer is 
asking God for specific things for par- 
ticular people. 


Here again we so need to give seri- 
ous thought to our prayer life. All 
of us are what we may call “umbrella 
pray-ers.”” We seek God’s blessing 
and favor in specific terms upon those 
near and dear to us. “Me and my 
wife, my son John and his wife, us 
four and no more.” Some of us may 
indeed be “marquee pray-ers.” That 
is, we reach out beyond our little hud- 
dle to those who are dear to us 
farther away in seeking to cover them 
too with God’s abundant grace and 
mercy. But how few of us are “big 
top pray-ers,” as Paul surely was, 
reaching out to every land and nation, 
to the lost sheep everywhere, to all 
men — “for kings, and all that are 
in high places,” as Paul put it—even 
to the masters of the Kremlin by 
name. Our prayer list ought not only 
to include our own but God’s own 
whom we know on the mission fields 
of the world, and those we don’t know, 
and those in authority, and those 
whom we have, unfortunately, come 
to look upon as our enemies. 


(Cont. on P, 11) 
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THE SERMON- 





Prayer And Healing 


HENRY BAST, D.D. 


Text: Is any sick among you? let him 
call for the elders of the church; 
and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the 
Name of the Lord: and the 
prayer of faith shall save the 
sick, and the Lord shall raise 
him up; and if he have com- 
mitted sins, they shall be for- 
given him. (James 5:14,15). 


It must be evident to all who are 
acquainted with the practices of the 
Christian Church and its literature 
that there is a growing interest in the 
ministry of healing. There are many 
areas where special meetings are held 
not only to preach the Gospel but for 
physical healing. Articles and discus- 
sions in religious periodicals on the 
subject of healing are appearing in 
increasing numbers. In preparation 
for this message, I went to our library 
to do some reading on the subject and 
was amazed to discover the number 
of new books that have appeared in 
the last three or four years on spirit- 
ual healing. The current discussion 
is not limited to religious journals, for 
in the latest issue of the Reader’s 
Digest, the leading article is on the 
subject of healing. The title is “Spirit- 
ual Therapy,” and the heading in the 
box at the top of the article states 
that “the medical profession is im- 
pressed by the mounting clinical evi- 
dence of the curative power of re- 
ligion.”’ 


THE BIBLE SAYS 


With this renewed interest in the 
problem of healing, we do well to 
examine carefully the teaching of the 
Bible on the ministry of healing in 
the church. The passage which has 
been selected as the text for this mes- 
sage is of great importance because 
it is an apostolic instruction to the 
church. Let us read it as such. Here 
we are told what Christians must do 
when sickness and suffering come. 
“Is any among you afflicted? let him 
pray. Is any sick among you? let him 
call for the elders of the church; and 
let them pray over him, anointing 
him with oil in the Name of the Lord: 


and the prayer of faith shall save the 
sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; 
and if he has committed sins, they 
shall be forgiven him.” (James 5:13- 
15). 


In our study of this passage which 
speaks of prayer and healing, let us 
observe, first of all, what God expects 
us to do in cases of sickness and af- 
fliction. We should note two points 
here quite carefully. “Is any among 
you afflicted? let him pray. Is any 
sick let him call for the elders of the 
church and let them pray over him.” 
(v. 13). The person who is suffering 
must himself pray to the Lord for 
help, but this is not all, we are told 
that he must also call the elders of 
the church and they are to pray over 
him anointing him with oil in the Name 
of the Lord. In times of sickness, 
therefore, we are to do two things; 
we are to pray, and we are to use 
such means as are available. This 
is what God expects us to do. We 
are to pray individually and there is 
to be prayer in the church for the 
recovery of those who are sick. This 
is a directive. It is not merely a sug- 
gestion that prayer might be helpful. 
We are not to pray as a last resort 
when all other things have failed. It 
is expected that we will always pray 
for the sick. It is a mandate from 
God Himself. 


GOD NEVER FAILS 


From this we may learn, that the 
true ministry of healing is never limit- 
ed to the use of means alone. In 
times of sickness we are not to rely 
on medicines and surgery only. There 
is a danger in this scientific age that 
we may do so. There are millions 
who have faith in science but not in 
God. It is part of the naturalism and 
materialism of our day. Whatever 
means may be used, we must always 
remember that over and beyond them 
there must be prayer to almighty God 
for His blessing on the means used 
that those who are sick may be re- 
stored. 
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It needs to be said, however, that 
faith in God, and believing prayer for 
healing does not exclude or forbid 
the use of means for healing. In 
fact the very passage in the Bible in 
which we are taught to pray for heal- 
ing, we are also taught to use such 
means as are available. In the passage 
that we have before us today the in- 
struction is that the sick are to be 
anointed with oil. The oil is obviously 
medicinal. This shows us that the 
command to pray for the recovery of 
the sick and to rely on the help of 
God and to trust Him for healing does 
not mean that the use of means is to 
be excluded. Not only do we find 
the instruction here to anoint 
the sick with oil but Jesus Himself 
used means in healing the sick, al- 
though as the Son of God He could 


heal by the power of His Word 
alone. 

In the miraculous healing of 
Hezekiah, Isaiah the prophet who 


prayed for the recovery of the king 
was commanded to take the cake of 
figs and use it for a plaster for the 
recovery of the king. (Isa. 38:22). We 
should observe, therefore, that in this 
directive where the Lord Himself sets 
forth what He expects us to do in case 
of sickness, we are instructed to pray 
for the recovery of the sick and to use 
such means as are available. 


THE PROMISE OF RECOVERY 


Let us look, at what God promises 
to do for us. The promise is, “The 
prayer of faith shall save the sick.” 
This is obviously a promise for recov- 
ery for it goes on to say, “and the 
Lord shall raise him up.” (James 5: 
15). It should be noted what is not 
here. No gift of healing is promised 
to an individual. We are not instruct- 
ed to carry the sick person to a healer, 
we are instructed to send the elders 
to the person who is sick and they are 
told to pray over him and anoint 
him with oil. There is no evidence 


here that miraculous power is invested 
Calvin says, “The 


in any one person. 
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Lord doubtless is present with His 
people in all ages, and cures their 
sicknesses as often as there is need, 
not less than formerly; and yet He 
does not exert these manifest powers, 
nor dispense miracles by the hands 
of the apostles, because that gift was 
temporary.” 


The promise does show the power of 
prayer. It teaches us that in believing 
prayer we touch the infinite power of 
God. The promise is confirmed by 
the experience of millions in every 
age. All through the ages there are 
those who have prayed for the sick 
in the Name of Jesus Christ, who have 
seen their sick restored and healed 
and have cried, “I love the Lord be- 
cause He has heard my voice and my 
supplications.” (Ps. 116:1). The 
promise, however, is not to be taken 
as a guarantee that God will restore 
every individual for whom prayer is 
made. It is one of the great general 
promises of the Bible. Promises like 
these, “Ask and it shall be given, seek 
and ye shall find, knock and it shall 
be opened unto you.” “Therefore I 
say unto you, all things whatsoever ye 
pray and ask for, believe that ye re- 
ceive them, and ye shall have them.” 
(Mark 11:24). “If ye shall ask any- 
thing in my Name, that will I do.” 
(John 14:14). The fact that not all 
for whom we pray are restored does 
not invalidate the promise. The prom- 
ise means that prayer for the recovery 
of the sick, as prayer for any other 
cause, will be heard by God. The 
decision, however, is left to Him be- 
cause He is our God and Father who 
doeth all things well. The promise that 
the prayer of faith shall save the sick 
does not revoke the sentence of death 
which is upon the whole human race, 
and the decision as to when that hour 
will come for each one of us is not 
left to us but to God Himself. It is 
enough for us to know that God is 
available to restore those who are sick, 
that He commands us to pray for re- 
covery, and that in His goodness and 
mercy He often grants our petitions. 


HOW TO PRAY 


Let us consider, in the third place, 
how we may claim these promises of 
God in prayer. How are we to pray 
for the recovery of the sick? What 
kind of prayer must be offered for 
healing? Let us note briefly some of 
the marks of the prevailing prayer 
which is described in this passage of 
the book of James. First of all, it 
must be prayer in faith. The word is 
“The prayer of faith shall save the 


sick.” This means faith in Almighty 
God, and this is where we are apt 
to fall short today. The faith spoken 
of means faith in God the Creator of 
Heaven and earth and the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. The faith 
spoken of is not faith in the power 
of prayer but faith in God. We must 
believe in Him. We must believe 
that He has the power to heal the sick 
though there be no human hope for 
recovery. The faith here in which 
we are to pray is the faith described 
in the Bible as believing that with 
God all things are possible. 


Second, when we pray for the re- 
covery of the sick, we must never re- 
gard any case as too desperate or 
hopeless. The danger in this scfen- 
tific age, when we have all the ad- 
vantage of medical diagnosis in sick- 
ness, is that we tend to make the 
medical diagnosis the ceiling of our 
prayers. Though we must use all the 
means that are available to us for 
the healing of the sick, when we pray 
for their recovery, we must not let 
the medical diagnosis influence the 
fervency or the faith of our prayer. 
We are not to pray with reservations 
when the diagnosis is unfavorable. 
This in itself betrays a lack of faith 
and it is of that double-mindedness 
which James rebukes earlier in this 
letter. A few weeks ago I took part 
in a forum in which the question of 
prayer and healing came up and some- 
one asked me if I believed in praying 
for the recovery of a person who had 
inoperable cancer. I answered that 
we most certainly should. The ques- 
tion then came, “Then why do you 
not pray that God will raise the 
dead?” Immediately this verse on 
which I am now speaking came to my 
mind and I answered, “Because God 
has not promised that.” Our prayers 
are to be governed by the promises of 
God, and God promises that the prayer 
of faith will save the sick and that 
the Lord will raise him up. This is 
the sphere in which we are to do all 
our praying and we should claim 
these promises of God when we pray 
for the sick. Let us pray for our 
sick as Moses prayed for leprous Mi- 
riam, “Heal her now, O Lord.” 


Third, we should pray with expecta- 
tion. The general principle is laid 
down, “The prayer of a righteous man 
has great power in its effect.” (v. 
16). To support this principle, the 
example of Elijah is given. “Elias 
was a man subject to like passions as 
we are, and he prayed earnestly that 
it might not rain and it rained not 
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on the earth by the space of three 
years and six months.” (v. 17). “And 
he prayed again, and the heaven gave 
rain, and the earth brought forth her 
fruit.” (v. 18). You remember how 
Elijah prayed. When he prayed on 
the top of Mt. Carmel that God would 
send rain, though it had not rained 
for three years and six months, after 
his first petition he sent the lad who 
was with him to go out and look for 
a cloud. After the seventh petition, 
the cloud came and then came the 
rain. So let us learn to pray, expect- 
ing God to hear and to bless us, for, 
He is our Father in heaven, He loves 
us, and He does all things well. 


PERSEVERING PRAYER 


The final mark of prayer for heal- 
ing is that it should be persevering. 
This is where we often fail. Jesus 
said that men ought not to faint. This 
means that we must continue in prayer 
until God answers. When in His good- 
ness, He grants healing and recovery, 
we should give thanks to Him and 
praise His Name, but when the answer 
is negative, we should submit in faith 
to His Will, knowing that He does all 
things well. At this point, we need 
to note that He does sometimes deny 
our petition. He did so with Paul, 
His beloved apostle. When He did 
not heal Paul of the thorn in his flesh, 
He however said to His faithful sev- 
vant, “My grace is sufficient for thee.” 
To pray in faith, therefore, for the re- 
covery of the sick means that we 
come to God our Father in heaven 
knowing that He is able to deliver 
and restore us from any sickness or 
disease, but we come also saying, Thy 
will be done. 


In this connection, it must be noted 
that the ultimate healing that God 
promises for us is not exclusively 
physical. God has a higher gift, and 
we have a greater need. Our first 
need is not for the healing of the 
body but for the healing of the soul. 
Isaiah rightly diagnosed our condition 
when he exclaimed, “The whole head 
is sick and the whole heart is faint.” 
Jeremiah confirms this diagnosis of 
man’s condition, “The heart is deceit- 
ful above all things, and desperately 
wicked.” (Jer. 17:9). 


The Gospels of the New Testament 
are beloved by all because they give 
us such a rich description of the heal- 
ing ministry of Jesus Christ, Who in 
His days on earth healed whole multi- 
tudes of men, women, and children 
of their diseases. But it is very evi- 


(Cont. on P. 13) 





EDITORIAL 


Effectual Fervent Prayer 


“Prayer is an offering up of our 
desires unto God,” begins the Cat- 
echism definition. It has a great deal 
more to say than that, but most peo- 
ple seem to stop there. To them God 
is a supply-house, upon whom they 
draw for their needs with hurriedly 
scrawled drafts hastily submitted for 
payment on demand. Few, it would 
seem, undertake to “wait upon the 
Lord” or pray with effectual fervency. 


The Apostle James said, “Ye pray 
amiss.” Too often, today, we might 
add, “or not at all.” Not long ago, 
while in the pastorate, a man in 
trouble came to see me. During the 
course of the interview I asked if he 
prayed with his family. “We say 
grace at meals,” he replied. I asked 
if the family set any time aside for 
prayer or devotions. “No.” Did he? 
“No.” 


A month or so later, I had a chance 
to talk to him again. How were 
things? “Not much better.” Do you 
have family devotions? “We never 
seem to have the time.” Do you take 
any time for private devotions? “No.” 


That experience was repeated many 
times in my ministry. In the language 
of the Bible, people not only languish 
without God, they won’t even make 
the effort to turn to Him that they 
may be healed. They will seek all 
manner of ways out of their troubles 
except the personal, direct approach 
to the Lord Jesus Christ which brings 
forgiveness, refreshing and newness 
of life. 


But He still promises: “Ask and it 
shall be given you; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock and it shall be opened 
unto you.” 





Montreat 


The Montreat Boards could not have 
elected any man to the presidency of 
the Association and the College who 
knows more of the situation and its 
ramifications than Dr. Grier Davis. 
We have long recognized in him a man 
of leadership ability and a keen dis- 
cernment. The JOURNAL has not al- 
ways agreed with Dr. Davis and Dr. 
Davis has not always agreed with the 
JOURNAL. But we extend our sincere 
congratulations to the new President 


and we commend him for the policy 
enunciated in the statement appearing 
on p. 4 of this issue. Dr. Davis’ tenure 
will begin on Dec. 1. 





Church And State 


Surely some sort of record was set 
by the Oklahoma State Supreme 
Court, for taking under advisement 
the complaint of an Oklahoma citizen 
protesting the erection of a non-de- 
nominational chapel on the property 
of a state-owned children’s orphanage. 
That the Constitution of the U. S. 
should intend to protect orphan chil- 
dren from the influences associated 
with growing up in the shadow of a 
chapel will seem incredible to every 
Christian American. 


But that is precisely what W. W. 
Williams of Pryor argues through his 
attorney. The chapel has been pro- 
posed for the campus of the Orphans 
Home at Pryor, with funds provided 
from the estate of W. A. Graham, 
late Pryor banker. Citizen Williams 
does not want the chapel built for the 
children. The court, as of this date, 
still has not decided what interpreta- 
tion of the Constitution to make. 


However, this development is just 
one more in a long series of similar 
developments. Just last week, in Chi- 
cago, the city fathers took under ad- 
visement a protest by seven different 
civic and semi-religious organizations 
against the annual Christmas scene 
erected on city property. 


And this: 


“School superintendent Pollack of 
New Jersey last year issued a directive 
that no more Christmas hymns were to 
be in evidence at Christmas time in 
the public schools of that so-called 
Christian state. The New Jersey 
legislature has passed a law which 
will render all Christmas observances 
in the schools illegal. 


“Observances of the Birth of our 
Lord have also been outlawed in 
Sierra Madre, Calif., and Lake View, 
Ill.; and the singing of carols to His 
honor are prohibited by law. 


“The former Attorney General (now 
Governor) of California ruled that 
God cannot be mentioned in the class- 
room. Consistent with this ruling, 
one of the schools in California has in- 
structed its librarian to examine all 
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books in the school library and remove 
from circulation those books which 
mention God. 


“Tf God is turned out of school His 
law must follow. The Ten Command- 
ments have been banned as undesir- 
able instruction material by the Board 
of Education of New Hyde Park, 
Long Island, N. Y. This ruling has 
been upheld by the New York State 
Commissioner of Education. 


“With this anti-Christ spirit abroad, 
let us honor and adore the Christ of 
God in our Christian homes and in our 
Christian schools. As our secular 
school authorities increasingly build a 
school program without Christ, may 
in our school programs the Words of 
Christ be increasingly verified: ‘With- 
out me ye can do nothing’.” (Mark 
Fakkema, in “The Christian 
Teacher’”’ ). 





A Christian Amendment 


It is beginning to appear that the 
only answer to the sad situation des- 
cribed above lies in the adoption of 
some such resolution as is represented 
by the “Christian Amendment Move- 
ment,” and similar movements. 


Pending before Congress this year 
— as for a number of years past — 
is a “Christian” amendment to the 
Constitution of the U. S. It seeks 
to change the secular (which invaria- 
bly means atheistic) character of our 
Constitution in the sight of the courts 
and remedy the situation by making 
our country legally a Christian nation. 


Peter Marshall, in a sermon sup- 
porting the movement before his death, 
commented that in his opinion it was 
tragic that the Constitution makes no 
reference to God. Others have noted 
the confusion which often occurs in 
our courts because this Christian na- 
tion has never legally affirmed its 
faith. The Supreme Court has ruled 
that the Bible may not be taught in 
the public schools. Other results we 
have noted, above. 


The Christian Amendment would 
recognize that America is committed 
to a position of allegiance to the in- 
terpretation of God represented by 
Jesus Christ. At the same time it 
would preserve the separation of 
Church and State, recognize the rights 
of minorities without making them 
majorities and preserve everyone’s 
freedom of conscience. 
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OUR CHRISTMAS STORY 


by Mrs. Billy Graham 


(a Review Article) 


Several years ago, our youngest 
said to me, “Mom, Ruth Graham sure 
is homely, isn’t she?” I said “Yes” 
because I knew what he meant. She’s 
“homey” and “down to earth”, and 
writes that way, as the opening 
sentence of her book shows. She 
asks, “Do you ever have oysters for 
breakfast? We do, once a year, on 
Christmas morning.” With this as a 
crisp starter, Ruth, by hand-picking 
her words, is able to cram the im- 
portant events of centuries into 80 
pages. Of course, this story is pri- 
marily for children, but if for any 
reason the Christmas Story has be- 
come a little wilted for you older 
folk, you’ll enjoy Ruth’s bubbly way 
of telling it, and perhaps once again 
you'll join the Heavenly Host and 
tingle with joy at the wonder of 
Christmas. You may even want to 
express your happiness as did one of 
the little Graham girls, who said “I’m 
so happy my heart is just giggling.” 


In order to explain the “Whys” and 
“Wherefores” of God’s plan, Ruth 
starts the Christmas Story in the Gar- 
den of Eden and not in Bethlehem. 
She doesn’t try to whitewash the fact 
of sin, but presents it as the logical 
reason for the coming Birth of the 
Saviour Who is to take away that sin. 


This story attests to the fact that 
Ruth knows her Bible. Every day, she 
ransacks several translations bearing 
on her daily study, and always she’s 
alert to the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit. Knowing Ruth and her prayer 
life, I’m pretty sure this story was 
written on her knees. 


Ignore the usual admonition “Do 
not open till Christmas.” Open this 
book now; read it — then order it 
for all the children on your Christmas 
and birthday list. My copy is on its 
way to start the library of our first 
grandbaby, and I hope she, as well as 
you, will regard it as a “Collector’s 
Item.” (Publ. by Thos. Nelson Sons, 
80 pp. $2.50). 


—/(Mrs. Chester) Betty Frist 
Author, NO WINGS IN THE 
MANSE 


A Layman And His Church 


DIVINE INSULATION 


“How can we protect our children 
against the evil influences which they 
face on every hand?” 


This question, raised by a mother 
of five, is but part of a long letter 
which lies on my desk. Confronted 
with the realities of the time in which 
we live; deeply concerned for the 
spiritual welfare of her children; anx- 
ious because protests to some re- 
sponsible leaders have proven futile, 
this mother is reflecting the agonized 
ery of many Christian parents. 


It is a demonstrable fact that young 
people today are confronted with the 
intrusions of worldly compromises on 
every hand. Every medium of com- 
munication is saturated with appeals 
to the flesh. Social drinking, exploi- 
tation of sex, the cigarette habit, ma- 
terialism and multiplied other com- 
promises are presented as the natural 
and right way of living. 


The current runs in one direction— 
and it is running strong. The call of 
the world and all that it stands for 
is to be heard on every hand. 


What recourse has the Christian 
parent? What protection can be pro- 
vided for those so dear to our hearts? 


Certainly the example of Christian 
living is one. Once we want God’s 
will for our children above all else 
they will sense that concern. 


Where family worship is a natural 
part of home life there is erected for 
and about our children a certain divine 
insulation which can never be meas- 
ured in worldly terms. 


Where Ged’s Word is read, pon- 
dered and memorized children find 


themselves in an atmosphere from 
which they go out into the world 
prepared to evaluate the true from 
the false; the glitter of the world 
from the gold of eternity. 


By prayer with and for our chil- 
dren God makes it possible for Chris- 
tian parents to provide help and pro- 
tection. The prayers of godly fathers 
and mothers have reached across con- 
tinents and oceans to bring strength 
to sons and daughters faced by temp- 
tations, momentous decisions, and the 
enticing calls of the world. 


Many years ago Horatius Bonar 
wrote: 


“Father, our children keep! 

We know not what is coming on the 
earth; 

Beneath the shadow of Thy heavenly 
wing, 

O keep them, keep them, Thou who 
gav’st them birth. 


Father draw near us! 
Draw firmer round us Thy protecting 
arm; 
O clasp our children closer to Thy side, 
Uninjured in the day of earth’s alarm. 


Them in Thy chambers hide! 
O hide them and preserve them calm 


and safe, 

When sin abounds, and error flows 
abroad, 

And Satan tempts, and human passions 
chafe. 


O keep them undefiled! 
Unspotted from a world of sin; 
That, clothed in white, through the 

bright city-gates 
They may with us in triumph enter in.” 


L. Nelson Bell 





(Cont. from P. 6) 


Dr. Frank C. Laubach, who is one 
of the greatest exponents of prayer 
in our time, writes: “Secret prayer 
tor others all during the day Is an 
acid test of our unselfishness. Our 
little selves must fade out, leaving a 
self-forgetful channel, through which 
God’s warmth flows unhindered in 
lovely unending prayer. The highest 
form of communion is not asking God 
for things for ourselves, but letting 
Him flow down through us, out over 
the world — in endless benediction.” 
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“Lord, help me live from day to day 
In such a self-forgetful way 

That even when I kneel to pray 
My prayer shall be for others. 


Others, Lord, yes, others, 

Let this my motto be, 
Help me to live for others 

That I may live like thee.” 

« a * * ~ 

Dr. Sprunt is pastor of the Bethel 
church, Staunton, Virginia. This ad- 
dress was delivered to the Church Ex- 
tension conference at Montreat in 
August, 1959. 








AN OPEN LETTER 


TO THE PRESBYTERIANS OF ROBESON AND NEIGHBORING N. C. COUNTIES 
ON BEHALF OF FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 


As you know, a Consolidated Presbyterian College is to be erected at Laurinburg, just 18 
miles away from FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE in Red Springs, N. C. It is proposed to erect 
the new school at the expense of the old: abandon the hallowed campus from which thousands of 
splendid young women graduated to enter every conceivable field of useful human activity; sur- 
render a hard-won academic rating at a time when other Christian schools are struggling for rec- 
ognition; bury the prestige of nearly a century of superior Christian education; and transfer over 
$500,000 of endowment given in devotion and through sacrifice by people who wanted their money 
to be used for the education of Christian young women at Red Springs in an institution known as 
FLORA MACDONALD. 


Now, we know there is a desperate need for more and better colleges. And we know that the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. will benefit from the establishment of a superior, “university” type in- 
stitution. If we were to double the number of colleges in the South in the next ten years, it would 
be hardly enough to keep up with the demand created by an “exploding” population. We are 
glad to see new schools established. We are glad to see the Presbyterian Church, U.S. taking posi- 
tive steps for the establishment of new schools anywhere. 


But the very fact of the tremendous need for more and better colleges makes the question 
all the more urgent: “WHY, CAN ANYBODY ANSWER WHY, AN OUTSTANDING, ACCRED- 
ITED CHRISTIAN COLLEGE SHOULD BE DESTROYED?” 


Is there one valid reason for destroying FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE? 


We don’t need fewer colleges; we need more colleges. There is nothing in the plans for the 
new, Consolidated College, which constitutes one single excuse for destroying another. 


FLORA MACDONALD has a beautiful campus. She boasts of the most beautiful gardens in 
the South. She is a fully accredited, senior, four-year college, whose diplomas are proudly owned 
throughout the entire United States. She is a Christian institution. She is a solid institution 
in the very finest tradition of the Presbyterian Church and the Reformed Faith. 


I am told that funds in excess of $1,000,000.00 (a million dollars) have been offered if FLORA 
MACDONALD is left in Red Springs. 


WHY IS FLORA MACDONALD GIVEN OVER TO BE DESTROYED? 


I know that you cannot build progress on sentiment. But sentiment and tradition are essential 
to any civilized culture. And FLORA MACDONALD abounds in both sentiment and tradition as 
well as solid, material resources. 


Dr. Varnell almost literally gave his life to FLORA MACDONALD. Many people gave al- 
most as much. My father, for instance, gave to FLORA MACDONALD at a time when I needed 
a new pair of shoes. The communities of Antioch, Red Springs, and Philadelphus gave when their 
families needed the money for the essentials of life. 


Mr. Mark Morgan, who gave the money to build Morgan Hall, and all of those donors who 
made FLORA MACDONALD’S half-million dollar endowment possible, gave because they wanted 
to see a Christian college for women located at Red Springs. It is openly questionable whether 
anyone has a right to take money sacrificially given to one school, destroy the school and give 
the money to another. 


Build the Consolidated College! But don’t build it on the mutilated remains of institutions 
that deserve to live! Don’t build it at the expense of a college that the Presbyterian Church will 
wish it had kept! 


It is not too late! Save FLORA MACDONALD! 
(Signed) Lacy Buie 
Red Springs, N. C. 
(ADVERTISEMENT) 
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(Cont. from P. 9) 
dent from His own teaching and prac- 
tice that He saw that man had a 
deeper need and that God had a great- 
er gift. You remember when they 
brought to Him one who was para- 
lyzed, the first thing that Jesus said 
to the sick man was, “Son, thy sins 
are forgiven.”” When some objected 
that He had no right to do that, He 
answered that the Son of man hath 
power on earth to forgive sins. To 


demonstrate this power, He said to 
the paralyzed man, “Rise up and 
walk.” Here we see the healing min- 
istry of Christ in its true perspective. 
The healing of the soul is His ulti- 
mate aim. The passage in James in 
which this promise occurs goes on im- 
mediately to speak of the forgiveness 
of sins, which is God’s highest and 
greatest gift. Not all the people in 
Galilee had their bodies healed by 
Christ, though He miraculoulsy worked 
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among them, but all who heard Him 
then and all who hear Him now may 
come to Him for the healing of their 
souls from sins. “He healeth all our 
diseases”, means that He cleanses us 
from all the ravaging, destructive 
powers of sin and makes us whole. 
This is His ultimate promise and His 
ultimate work for us. All discussion 
about physical healing and all prayers 
for the healing of physical diseases 
must be considered in the light of 
God’s ultimate healing, the healing 
of the soul from sin. 
* * x * * 

Dr. Bast is Vice-President of the 
Reformed Church in America and Pro- 
fessor of Homiletics at Western The- 
ological Seminary. The above sermon 
was delivered to the Pensacola The- 
ological Institute, September, 1959. 








WANTED 


Housemother for Children’s Home. 
Write: The Presbyterian Home, 
Lynchburg, Va., giving age and 
three references, including one Min- 
ister. 
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 22, 1959 


Philip. Willing Evangelist 


Background Scripture: Acts 8 
Devotional Reading: II Corinthians 5:14-20 


What is an evangelist? Webster gives these defini- 
tions: 1. A writer of any of the four Gospels: Mat- 
thew, Mark, Luke, and John. (This would not apply 
to Philip, of course). 2. A preacher of the Gospel; 
specifically (a) A travelling missionary, (b) An Evan- 
gelizer, (c) A revivalist. These would fit the case 
of Philip. Two of the seven deacons became known 
as preachers. We had Stephen, the first martyr, last 
Sunday; we have Philip today. 


The Devotional Reading further shows just what 
an evangelist is. Let us look at II Corinthians 5:14-20: 
“For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we 
thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all 
dead: and that He died for all, that they which live 
should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto 
Him which died for them and rose again”. Two 
marks of a real evangelist are found here: (1) A 
New Motive. He has as his motive-power the 
love of Christ; the same sort of love which Christ 
had, for He was the Greatest Evangelist. Then we 
have love for Him also. Love is the true evangelist’s 
motive. (2) He has a New Master, even the One Who 
died for him. He is not self-centered: he is Christ- 
centered. He does not speak for himself, but for the 
One Who died for him and rose again: a crucified 
and risen Christ. ‘Wherefore henceforth know we no 
man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ 
after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no 
more”. “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature (or creation): old things are passed 
away: behold, all things are become new”. (3) A 
New Vision. A true evangelist is a “new creation” in 
Christ Jesus. Philip was a new man with a new out- 
look: he saw that the men all around him were lost 
and ruined. “And all things are of God, Who hath 
reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ, and hath 
given to us the ministry of reconciliation; to wit, that 
God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Him- 
self, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and 
hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation”. 
(4) A New Mission or ministry — to bring about 
peace between God and man, for men are estranged 
from God, in rebellion against Him. “Now then we 
are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did be- 
seech you by us; we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye 
reconciled to God. For He hath made Him to be 
sin for us who knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him”. Here is the “Good 
News”, which the evangelist is to take to lost and 
ruined men and women. An Evangelist, then, is a 
New Man in Christ; a new man with a New Motive 
the Love of Christ; a New Master — One Who died 
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for him and rose again; a New Vision — of both 
Christ and lost men; a New Mission, or ministry — 
to reconcile man to God, to bring peace to men 
by the sacrifice of Christ, Who was made sin for us, 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
Him. Looking at it through these words of Paul, 
who was one of the greatest evangelists, we see what 
a noble thing it is to be a Real Evangelist. We have 
had some notable ones in our land: D. L. Moody, 
R. A. Torrey, Charles G. Finney, and Billy Graham. 
Our topic calls Philip a “Willing Evangelist”. We 
might add this as another qualification, for an evan- 
gelist must be willing to go wherever God sends him. 
He must be like Philip, who when God said, “Get up 
and go;” he “got up and went”, as someone has trans- 
lated parts of verses 26 and 27 of chapter 8. 


I. Scattered by Persecution: 8:1-4 


The stoning of Stephen seemed to start a great 
persecution, Saul of Tarsus being one of the active 
leaders, for he consented in the murder of Stephen, 
and was a principal witness to his death. “Devout 
men carried Stephen to his burial and made great 
lamentation over him.” This persecution scattered 
the believers throughout Judea and Samaria. Dr. 
Johnson used to tell us in the Seminary that it took 
the “whip of persecution” to send the church on its 
mission. Jesus had told them to go into Judea and 
Samaria and they seemed slow to go. Now persecu- 
tion makes them flee from Jerusalem. “Therefore 
they that were scattered abroad went everywhere 
preaching the Word”. In other words, they became 
evangelists. 


II. Philip in the City of Samaria: 8:5-13 


The Samaritans were a mixed race and “the Jews 
had no dealings with the Samaritans”, but Jesus had 
some dealings with them. ‘He must needs go through 
Samaria,” and as He rested at the well He led the 
woman who came to draw water to accept Him as 
Saviour and many of the Samaritans believed on Him. 
His orders to His disciples were that they should be- 
gin at Jerusalem and go into Judea and Samaria and 
unto the uttermost parts of the earth. So Philip was 
obeying orders when he went down to the city of 
Samaria and preached Christ unto them. 


He met with immediate and great success; “and the 
people with one accord gave heed unto those things 
which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles 
which he did. For unclean spirits, crying with loud 
voice, came out of many that were possessed with 
them: and many taken with palsies, and that were 
lame, were healed.” It seems that Philip had un- 
usual power granted him. 
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Verse 8 is a very suggestive one: “And there was 
great joy in that city.” There is always “great joy” 
when people respond to the Gospel as they did here. 
Sin brings sorrow. Just as the Egyptians made the 
lives of the Israelites “bitter with hard bondage”, 
so the slaves of sin have sorrow upon sorrow. When 
the Gospel is preached and people are healed there 
is “great joy”. There is the joy of restored health in 
this case and there is always the joy of forgiven sin 
and of changed lives; and the fellowship of believers 
who love one another. A _ revival brings joy. It 
brings joy to cities and churches and homes and 
hearts. I know of a church near us that has a new 
spirit of joy since the revival in Charlotte led by Billy 
Graham. I have received several cards about some 
of our members and have had the joy of moderating 
meetings of the Session in which new members were 
received. We received a young lad last Sunday. Some- 
body said of him, “He is a happy boy.” Yes, there 
is always joy when Christ is preached and the people 
give heed to the Gospel message. 


Next, we have the rather strange case of Simon the 
sorcerer who was looked upon as a great man by the 
people of Samaria because he bewitched the people. 
In verse thirteen we read, “Then Simon himself be- 
lieved also; and when he was bantized, he continued 
with Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and 
signs which were done.” Here was a man who “be- 
lieved” and was baptized and yet was not actually a con- 
verted man as we will see in the next section. It is 
indeed true that “you can go a long ways and not 
get there”. 


14-25 


When the apostles heard that Samaria had received 
the Word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John, 
who prayed for them that they might receive the Holy 
Ghost. And they laid their hands on them and they 
received the Holy Ghost. When Simon saw that 
through laying on of the hands of the apostles the 
Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money saying, 
“Give me also this power.” Peter rebuked him sharp- 
ly, saying, “Thy money perish with thee because thou 
hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased 
with money. Thy heart is not right in the sight of 
God. Repent therefore of this thy wickedness for I 
perceive that thou art still in the gall of bitterness, and 
in the bond of iniquity.” These are indeed strong 
words to use when speaking to a man who had believed 
and been baptized. Simon asks Peter to pray for him 
and we hope his prayers were answered. 


III. Peter and John Sent to Samaria: 


From this incident we get our word “simony”, 
and the sin of trying to purchase with money some 
gift of God or place of honor in the church. In the 
dark days of the church many leaders of the church 
were guilty of this sin. Today there would seem to 
be other forms of simony. What about “playing 
politics” in the church or “pulling wires”? Are these 
not forms of simony? 


Peter and John preached the Word in many villages 
of the Samaritans. The Samaritans were somewhat 


like a bridge between Jews and Gentiles and it was 
not long until the Gospel was preached to the Gentiles 
also. It took time, however, to break down the “wall 
of partition” 


which existed between Jew and Gentile. 
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IV. Philip Preaches to the Ethiopian: 26-40 


I suppose that Philip was surprised when the Lord 
spoke to him and took him away from such a prosper- 
ing work and sent him “toward the south unto the 
way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, 
which is desert”. To be sent from a city to a desert 
must have seemed strange. But it was not his “to 
reason why” but simply to obey, so “he arose and 
went”. He soon saw the reason for this command. 


There was a man of Ethiopia, of great authority 
under Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who had 
charge of her treasure, and who had come to Jeru- 
salem to worship. He was evidently a Jewish pros- 
elyte. He was riding homeward in his chariot, read- 
ing Isaiah the provhet. Philip, led by the Spirit, 
joined himself to this chariot. As he heard him read, 
he said, “Understandest thou what thou _ readest?” 
“How can I,” the officer replied. “except some man 
should guide me?” He invited Philip to sit with him. 
The place where he was reading was Isaiah 53:7,8. 

“Is the prophet speaking of himself, or of some 
other man?” “Then Philip opened his mouth, and 
began at the same Scripture, and preached unto him 
Jesus.” There is no better place in the Bible to be- 
gin to preach than this glorious Messianic chapter, 
which tells of the atoning death of our blessed Re- 
deemer. Many a sinner has been led to accept Christ 
as he read or heard these beautiful words: “He was 
wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our 
iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon 
Him and with His stripes we are healed.” 


As they went on they came to a certain water — no 
doubt a small spring or stream in the desert country— 
and the officer said, “See, here is water; what doth 
hinder me to be baptized?” And Philip said, “If thou 
believest with all thine heart, thou mayest.” He 
answered, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God.” Then they got out of the chariot and Philip 
baptized him in the running water. The Spirit caught 
away Philip and the officer went on his way rejoicing. 
There was joy in his heart, and no doubt in the heart 
of Philip. He was glad that he had gone in obedience 
to the Lord’s command. We can believe also that 
the whole land of Ethiopia was made to rejoice be- 
cause of the testimony of this man. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 22, 1959 


Giving Thanks To God 


Scripture: Luke 17:11-19 
Suggested Hymns: 

“Now Thank We All Our God” 

“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 

“We Gather Together To Ask The Lord’s Blessings” 
Program Leader’s Introduction: 


In the Story of Christ and the ten lepers, which was 
read for our Scripture lesson, only one leper returned 
to give thanks. The natural inclination is to be very 
impatient with the nine who did not return to give 
thanks for being healed. Ingratitude is such a thought- 
less, self-centered sin that we feel justified in criticiz- 
ing those who are guilty of it. I imagine that most of 
us, though, have the very uneasy feeling that this 
story points an accusing finger at us. When we are 
tempted to be harsh in our judgments of others, we 
become aware that many times we do not thank God 
for His rich blessings to us. What is worse, there are 
many times when we do not even acknowledge His 


gifts. 


The Thanksgiving season is certainly an appropriate 
time for considering the Lord’s blessings to us, and 
for giving expression to our gratitude. The Bible 
says that “every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the Father of lights” 
(lames 1:17). Have we considered that many of the 
blessings and benefits which we automatically associate 
with the “American way of life” are really the gifts 
of God? Are we actually aware that the very best 
things we enjoy have come to us as the direct or in- 
direct results of Christianity? We are glad of the 
blessings we have, but do we really recognize them as 
coming from God and do we give Him thanks for 
them? 


Let us name and describe just a few of the bless- 
ings which we enjoy as American Christians, and we 
shall be able to give thanks more intelligently and 
more sincerely. 


First Speaker: 


The United States is often referred to as a Christian 
nation. Surely all of us realize that there is much 
in the life of this nation which does not honor Christ 
and is not worthy of His Name. We have crime, 
drinking, gambling, divorce, immorality, dishonesty, 
prejudice, hatred, materialism, etc. There are, how- 


ever, certain blessings which all the citizens of our 
country enjoy, which are the fruits of Christianity. 
Christianity gives us the highest estimate of the worth 
of a human being. 


It tells us that God thought 
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By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


enough of man to die for him when man was a sinner 
(Read Romans 5:6-8). Our country was founded and 
our form of government is based on this high, Chris- 
tian estimate of the worth of a human being. The 
freedoms, privileges, protections, and opportunities we 
enjoy in the United States are the results of Chris- 
tianity. In this sense it is proper to say that ours is a 
Christian nation. It is for this reason that God de- 
serves our thanks for the special blessings which we 
enjoy as American citizens. 


Second Speaker: 


Have you ever thought of education as a blessing 
which has resulted from Christianity? It is said that 
if one should take two world maps, outlining on one 
the areas where Christianity has been established, out- 
lining on the other the areas that are literate, and 
then superimpose one on the other, that the two out- 
lined areas will practically coincide. This is to say 
that where Christianity has gone education has surely 
followed. The first schools and colleges in this coun- 
try were established by and in connection with the 
churches. The Christian religion is based on knowl- 
edge, and true Christianity has always sought to en- 
courage learning and truth-seeking. Jesus said, “Ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
free”’. 


Much attention has been called to the recent prog- 
ress of technical education in Communist Russia. 
Their achievements cannot be denied, but there is an 
important difference between the aim of their educa- 
tion and ours. The American tradition is to educate 
people according to the Christian ideal: to enable 
them to make a better living and to live a better life 
to the glory of God. In Russia the aim of education 
is not primarily to improve the lot of the people but 
to strengthen and glorify the Communist state. 


Third Speaker: 


It is obvious that we should give thanks to the Lord 
for the blessings received from our homes. Most of us 
realize, when we stop to think of it, that the home 
is God's institution. It is clearly God’s plan that 
people should live together as families. It should 
also be clear that the most prized virtues in our homes 
are Christian virtues. Love, lovalty, unselfishness, 
thoughtfulness, kindness, responsibility, and dependa- 
bility are Christian qualities, and they are the qualities 
that make for happy homes. The only way to insure 
these qualities for a home is to honor and serve the 
Christ Who is their source. We well know, even if it 
is an unconscious awareness, that there is a great 














reservoir of love, security, understanding, and encour- 
agement in our Christian homes. In our thanksgiv- 
ing let us not neglect to thank God for creating such 
homes and for placing us in them. 





Fourth Speaker: 


It would be a great blessing to be delivered from a 
terrible disease like leprosy. We can be sure that all 
ten of the men in the story recorded by Luke were 
glad to be healed. What we find so hard to under- 
stand is that only one returned to give thanks. But, 
there is a greater disease afflicting men than any 
disease of the body. It is the disease of the soul, called 
sin. And if it is a blessing to be delivered from a 
dreaded disease of the body, it is an even greater 
deliverance to be saved from sin. Sin extends to all 





people, and it results in spiritual death. (Read Ro- 
mans 5:12). God has provided deliverance from sin 
for us by sending His Son to die in the place of sin- 
ners in order that they might live (Read II Corin- 
thians 5:21 and John 3:36). God, through the work 
of Christ, has done for us who believe what we could 
not have done for ourselves. He has forgiven our 
sins and covered us with His righteousness. He has 
transformed us from death to life (Read II Corin- 
thians 5:17). This is a far greater blessing than being 
delivered from leprosy. How often have we returned 
to give thanks to our Saviour? 


(Close the meeting with sentence prayers. Suggest 
that the prayers consist largely of thanksgiving and of 
confession of ingratitude.) 
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BIBLE STUDY 
I PETER 


Rev. Albert H. Freundt, Jr. 
Forest, Mississippi 








This is the final lesson for this year. It is necessary 
to draw I Peter to a close with the fifth chapter and its 
counsel for the pastors and the flock that constitute 
the people of God. The entire chapter should be read 
carefully in preparation for this study. 


V. THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY AND MEM- 
BERSHIP. 5:1-11. 


This letter, as we have already seen, seeks to charge 
and comfort Christians who face varying degrees of op- 
position and bitter persecution. Chapter 5, which is 
not without its own special encouragements, is a high- 
light of the responsibilities that Christians must carry 
out, regardless of their circumstances. Christians are 
addressed in it (1) as members of the church, (2) as 
people with anxious hearts, and (3) as objects of 
the devouring hatred of an evil world. 


A. RESPONSIBILITIES OF CHRISTIANS AS 
THE LORD’S FLOCK. 1-5. 


1. The Charge to the Leaders. “The elders which 
are among you | exhort, who am also an elder, and a 
witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a par- 
taker of the glory that shall be revealed” (v. 1). 


The word “elder” (or “presbyter’) literally signi- 
fies a person who is advanced in age and experience, 
but when Peter used the word it evidently meant 
more than simply an elderly person. It had come to 


indicate a particular office in the church. An elder 
was a person of knowledge, experience and wisdom 
who exercised leadership and discipline in the con- 


gregation. 


The office comprised the functions of 
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ruler, teacher and pastor, before the more recent 
distinctions between the clergy and the laity developed, 
(cf. I Tim. 5:17). The office was usually, but not 
exclusively, given to the older, more mature men of 
the church. Occasionally, young men like Timothy, 
would also meet the qualifications (I Tim. 3:1-7). 
The terms pastor (or shepherd) , bishop (or overseer) , 
and presbyter (or elder) are apparently identical in 
their original usage. The position they represent was 
the highest office in the early church, next to the 
extraordinary office of an apostle. (But since the 
apostles were also rulers and teachers in the early 
church, they too are termed elders). 


There were more elders or bishops than one, in the 
individual congregations (Acts 20:17-28; note that the 
same persons who are called elders in v. 17 are the 
overseers, i.e. bishops, of v. 28. See also Tit. 1:5 and 
Phil. 1:1.) The government of the Presbyterian 
churches, with its Session or board of elders, is based 
upon the Scriptural pattern. All those who make up 
the Session are elders, or pastors; the ministers are 
elders who also teach. 


The charge under consideration, while addressed 
primarily to those who hold the eldership, is applicable 
to all who lead and teach within the divine flock. 
“Wherever man or woman assumes the post of leader 
of souls, guide to the home of God — whether it be 
among children or adults, in visiting the hospitals or in 
going from house to house, in the pastorate or in the 
obscure mission or in the conspicuous phases of cathed- 
ral labours — the Apostle’s counsel is pertinent, and 
unfolds the primary dispositions which are the secrets 
of prosperous service” (J. H. Jowett, Epistles of St. 
Peter, p. 184). 


Peter, knowing the vices and errors of men, finds 
it necessary to declare specifically in what manner the 
flock is to be tended. The elders must do their work: 





ometime between the hours of dark- 

ness and dawn, a shawled figure steals 
along the street leading to the Home for 
Unwanted Children. Silently she opens a 
little door in the wall, gently deposits her 
burden in a basket she finds waiting there, 
hesitates a moment, and is gone. No one 
can fathom the grief and tragedy of that 
deed. No one knows! The weight of the 
baby sets off a bell inside the Home to 
tell the matron that another nameless 
little one has been abandoned. But what 
choice was there? None at all... only 
a forlorn hope that someone, somewhere, 
might care for this helpless victim of 
hunger. In God’s plan, that someone 
could be you! 


or here is the “unwanted” child in 

Greece waiting for you to say, “I love 
you. I have food for you, and clothing, 
which I give to you in the name of Jesus, 
who said, ‘Suffer little children to come 
unto me’.” 


wil you undertake the support of one 

of these little ones? All they had 
to eat when our worker visited them was 
boiled potatoes without any butter or 
oil. And in the United States we have 
$9 billion worth of surplus which costs 
the Government $1 billion a year just 
for storage. The American Mission to 
Greeks, Inc., is registered with the Inter- 


Yes, there are “unwanted 
children! Not because of lack 
of parental love ... not be- 
cause of social or govern- 
mental indifference... 


“UNWANTED,” 
BELIEVE IT OR NOT, 


UNWANTED” 


BECAUSE OF THE LACK OF FOOD! 








Wis., WDUX (800kc) Mon.-Fri. 


national Cooperation Administration of 
the U. S. Government and is used for 
the distribution of U. S. surplus food. Do 
you know how much $1 can do? It can 
distribute 148 pounds of food! AMG 
cares for 7,000 needy children. Won't you 
care for just one by taking on its regular 
support at only $15 a month? A beautiful 
folder with the picture of your child is 
waiting to be sent to you. It contains 12 
envelopes, one for each month for your 
convenience. There will be personal cor- 
respondence with the child. Or you can 
provide a gift of food for hungry little 
ones by sending your cortribution. 


Write to 
Rev. Spiros ZopuiaTes, Dept. SP 
P. O. Box 423, New York 36, N. Y. 


Sega ee Ff AS eee 


AMERICAN MIssION TO GREEKS: 
I wish to “adopt” a child for one year, 
at a cost of $15 a month ($180 a year). 
Please send me the picture folder. 
Enclosed is payment for the full year. 
Enclosed is payment for the first month. 
I cannot adopt a child, but I want to 
provide some U. S. surplus food by giv- 
ing $ 
Please send me literature about your work. 


O 


OO 





C) 





Address 








City Zone__. State 


Gifts of any amount are welcome. They are 
fully tax deductible. 
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a. Willingly, not reluctantly. “Not by constraint, 
but willingly” (v. 2). Let them cheerfully and volun- 
tarily agree to do what they have been called to do. 
May they meet their responsibilities in the spirit of 
love, rather than of mere obligation. If all of God's 
servants were devoted to their work, their Lord, and 
their people, this particular admonition would be un- 
necessary. 


b. Eagerly, not for material gain. “Not for filthy 
lucre, but of a ready mind” (v. 2). It is improbable 
that an elder or a preacher will reap a great financial 
profit from his spiritual labors. Still, Peter’s word is 
relevant, for even a poor preacher must be cautioned 
against thinking too highly of the monetary remunera- 
tion for his services. Paul claimed to know some whose 
custom was to “serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
their own belly” (Rom. 16:18). Peter warns that in 
our service our hearts should be aimed towards spirit- 
ual rather than material advantage. 


c. As humble examples, not as lords. “Neither being 
lords over God's heritage, but being examples to the 
flock” (v. 3). The high responsibilities of the elder- 
ship may tend to lead the proud to misuse their posi- 
tion. But an overbearing spirit is contrary to Chris- 
tian leadership. The Lord, the Master of the flock, 
has set us the pattern for our own example of humility 
and service (John 13:13-17): “The kings of the Gen- 
tiles exercise lordship over them: and they that exer- 
cise authority upon them are called benefactors. But 
ye shall not be so: but he that is greatest 
among you, let him be as the younger; and he that is 
chief, as he that doth serve” (Luke 22:25,26; Matt. 20: 
25-28) . 


The encouragement to faithful service is in v. 4: 
“And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall 
receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.” 


2. The Duty of the Members. “Likewise, ye youn- 
ger, submit yourselves unto the elders” (v. 5a). 


The command is not “young people, submit to the 
aged,” but “church member, submit to your elder.” 
That this technical, ecclesiastical use of elder carries 
over from the first four verses is probable by the word 
“likewise.” The command must be related to the of- 
ficers and members of the church. The “elder” is not 
simply an old man, but an office-bearer in the church, 
recognized for his wisdom and maturity. We would 
expect “ye younger” to fit into the context. The 
younger is best understood of the member in the 
congregation over which the elder should exercise his 
ministry. 


3. A Mutual Obligation. “Yea, all of you, be sub- 
ject one to another and be clothed with humility: for 


God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the 
humble” (5b). 


This verse in the ASV reads, “Gird yourselves with 
humility, to serve one another.” Subjection to one 
another is service one of the other. The Lord’s com- 
mentary is “he that is greatest among you shall be your 
servant” (Matt. 23:11). By becoming a servant to 
his disciples, he set the example which shows how to 
carry out this obligation (John 13:1-17). 

God is gracious toward the humble, but resists the 
proud. Those who cannot learn subjection and hu- 
mility will experience the disapproval of God. It is a 
fearful thought that the selfish and the proud will 
find themselves opposed by a divine antagonist. 

B. RESPONSIBILITIES OF CHRISTIANS AS 

PEOPLE WITH TROUBLES. 6, 7. 


1. Submission to God. “Humble yourselves there- 
fore under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt 
you in due time” (v. 6). 

Humble submission is a Christian virtue too little 
admired or cultivated. Whatever happens, it must be 
regarded as subject to the Lord’s permission. God is 





SAFE... 
GENEROUS... 
ASSURED... 


Income for you— ere 
Outgo for Christianity 


This folder on Church Extension Annuities tells how 
your gift to the Board purchases a regular annuity 
which pays you an income for life and later serves 
the Church. As pro- aa. 

tection for you, the Pies 
full amount is held 
by the Board through 
your lifetime. And, 
depending on your 
age, you can receive 
up to 7.4% per year 
—regardless of pre- 
vailing business con- 
ditions. Payments to 
you are made semi- 
annually ... an in- 
come for you, now, 
an outgo for Chris- 
tianity later. A gift 
of this nature will be 
a source of real satis- 
faction to you. 





FREE FOLDER 


Write te 
G. B. STRICKLER, Treasurer 


BoarD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 
341-B Ponce deLeon Ave. N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 

















KING COLLEGE 


Presbyterian . . . Co-educational . . . Founded 1867 


Christian influences. 
Four-year Liberal Arts, Sciences, Business Education. Four Types of Scholarships: 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. One 
Dormitories. 
Board, room, and tuition, $1037.00. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 


Sound liberal education under vigorous 


hundred forty-five acre campus. Athletics. 


Fully accredited. 


Summer Session. 





R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT — Box “J,” BRISTOL, TENN. 








PAGE 19 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / NOVEMBER 4, 1959 








in control (Eph. 1:11). Even when the circumstances 
are very difficult, we cannot raise ourselves against 
His providence. He is working out all things for our 
good (Rom. 8:28). The darker moments as well as 
the brighter ones are intended for our benefit. They 
provide spiritual correction and discipline. “If ye 
endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons 

Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh 
which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall 
we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father 
of spirits, and live?” (Heb. 12:7-11). 


2. Trust in God. “Casting all your upon Him; 
for He careth for you” (v. 7). 


All men have their troubles. Christians need not 
be alarmed by troubles, for they have a God Who 
watches over them. Because God cares, we do not 
have to carry our own cares. There is a Heavenly 
Father Whose shoulders are broad enough to bear 
our burdens. If we had no God, or if we had a God 
who did not care, we might well be anxious. But we 
have One Who has promised us His benevolence, com- 
passion, and concern. 


C. RESPONSIBILITIES OF CHRISTIANS AS 
THOSE WHO ARE PERSECUTED. 9-11. 


1. Sober Vigilance... “Be sober, be vigilant; because 
your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 
about, seeking whom he may devour’’ (v. 8). 


“Be sober; be vigilant.” Christians must remain 
clear-minded to avoid being overcome by the dangers 
set in motion by the devil. There are a thousand 
ways of being thrown into drowsiness and stupor. Al- 
coholic intoxication is only one of these. The tempe- 
rate use of all things that would destroy our moral 
and spiritual sensitivity is essential. We must remain 
alert and watchful. The moment we lose conscious- 
ness of the hazards that surround us, we are in danger 
of being overcome and devoured. 


2. Steadfast Resistance. ‘Whom resist steadfast in 
the faith” (v. 9). 

“The danger in mind here is probably that of deny- 
ing the faith, of being pressed or frightened into ceas- 
ing to confess Christ” (A. M. Stibbs, First Epistle Gen- 
eral of Peter, p. 172). Those who have professed 
faith in Christ must continue to believe in Him and 
testify to Him. The Christian will be overcome not 
only by lack of alertness and sobriety, but also by 
failing to persevere in faith in the Saviour. ‘“Where- 
fore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye 
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand” (see all of Eph. 6:10-18). 


Any suffering we endure is but for a short season 
with the grace of God and eternal glory as adequate 
compensation. He will “perfect” us, by supplying our 


needs and fitting us for our conflicts; “stablish” us, 
by planting us upon the Rock of ages; “strengthen” 
us, by communicating to us His grace and strength; and 
“settle” us, by firmly and comfortably securing us up- 
on the sure Foundation. 


After this glorious affirmation, Peter passes to a 
doxology: “To Him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen” (v. 11). All may join in this praise 
who have trusted in God, counted Him true, and 
hoped for the eternal glory with confidence. 


VI CONCLUSION. 5:12-14. 


“By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I sup- 
pose, I have written briefly, exhorting and testifying 
that this is the true grace of God wherein ye stand. 
The church is at Babylon, elected together with you, 
saluteth you; and so doth Marcus my son. Greet ye 
one another with a kiss of charity. Peace be with you 
all that are in Christ Jesus. Amen.” 


Peter concludes with a salutation and a brief bene- 
diction. “Silvanus” is probably the companion who 
often accompanied Paul, Silas. He is here designated 
the epistle’s writer, that is, Peter’s secretary. Possibly 
he was also the messenger who delivered the letter. 
Peter describes his letter as a message concerning that 
grace of God in which Christians are to stand if they 
are to be able successfully to meet tribulation. “Mar- 
cus” is likely John Mark who is supposed to have 
derived material for his Gospel from Peter. 


The letter is written from “Babylon.” The exact 
place intended cannot be established beyond question. 
There is, however, probably no overwhelming argu- 
ment against the early tradition that Peter wrote from 
Rome, the “Babylon” of the New Testament period. 
(See our remarks on the place of writing in the JOUR- 
NAL, December 3, 1958.) 


Let us each accept the benediction as a blessing 
pronounced for us from the very lips of the apostle, 
for doubtless it is intended for all who receive and 
read the epistle. Amen. 





To what extent do the elders and teachers share 
the ministry of the church? Ideally, should not the 
elders share the pastoral responsibilities with the pas- 
tor, who has the additional responsibility of the teach- 
ing ministry? How may we all, in our own ways, 
serve as shepherds of the Lord’s flock? How do we 
unwittingly judge the work and success of our labors 
in terms of, or in relation to, material gain? Discuss 
Christ as the Head, example, and rewarder of the 
true servants of the church. Why is submission to 
the circumstances over which we have no control an 
essential religious duty? Do we submit? If so, why 
all our usual complaints and questioning of the Lord’s 
plan? Does the forgiveness of sins automatically re- 
lieve us of pressing cares? What are some of the 
many forms of Satanic opposition to the church? 
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KINGS MOUNTAIN PRESBYTERY 


SALUDA, N. C. — Kings Mountain 
Presbytery met in its Fall Stated 
Meeting at the Long Creek church, 
October 20. 


The Rev. Sidney Maxwell was re- 
ceived from Atlanta Presbytery to be- 
come pastor of the Tryon church. 
The Rev. Albert Drake was received 
from Chattanooga Presbytery, U. P. 
U. S. A. to become pastor of the 
Cramerton church. Mr. John William- 
son, Jr., of the Stanley church was 
enrolled as a Candidate for the Min- 
istry. 


The proposed chapter for the B. O. 
C. O. on United churches was ap- 
proved. 


A minimum salary basis of $4,800, 
including allowances, was approved 
for churches of the Presbytery. 


New officers of the Presbytery were 
elected as follows: W. C. Neel, Stat- 
ed Clerk; W. Hoyt Pruitt, Permanent 
Clerk; W. Roy Robinson, Central 
Treasurer. 


Presbytery will meet in the Tryon 
church on January 19, 1960. 
W. C. Neel, S. C. 








TUSCALOOSA PRESBYTERY 


GREENSBORO, Ala. — The Pres- 
bytery of Tuscaloosa met in the First 
Church, Demopolis, Oct. 20. Rev. L. 
Allen Holley, of York, was elected 
Moderator. 


The Rev. John Preston Simmons 
was received from Savannah Presby- 
tery to become the pastor of the Alice- 
ville and Pleasant Ridge churches. The 
Rev. Charles E. Holland was received 
from the Mississippi Valley Presby- 
tery, A. R. P. Church to become pastor 
of the Eutaw and New Hope churches. 


Mr. Cecil Moore, Jr., of Marion 
Junction, was taken under Care as a 
Candidate for the Gospel Ministry. 


Presbytery’s Tax was increased from 
44c per capita to 50c per capita. 


The proposed new chapter for the 
B. O. C. O. on United churches was 
approved. 


The next Stated Meeting will be 
held in the Eutaw church on Jan. 19, 
1960. 


—Oliver N. Hamby, S. C. 


THE CHURCH AT HOMPYE 


ASHEVILLE PRESBYTERY 


ANDREWS, N. C.—Asheville Pres- 
bytery met in its 154th Stated Meeting 
here, on Oct. 20. The Rev. J. Bruce 
Frye of the Mills River church was 
elected Moderator. 


The Rev. John R. Hay was received 
from the Albemarle Presbytery. Dr. 
Hay has retired and is living in Black 
Mountain. The Rev. G. Aiken Taylor, 
new editor of the JOURNAL, was re- 
ceived from Louisiana Presbytery and 
granted permission to labor in his edi- 
torial capacity. Pastoral relationships 
were dissolved between the Rev. C. 
Grier Davis; the Rev. Thomas Sproule 
and the First Church, Asheville, as 
pastor and associate pastor respec- 
tively. Mr. Sproule was given per- 


mission to continue serving in the 
First Church as assistant minister. 

Presbytery ratified a change in the 
manual which schedules stated meet- 
ings henceforth in January and July, 
instead of April and October. 

The proposed chapter in the 
B.0.C.0. which would provide for 
United churches was disapproved after 
several members of the Presbytery re- 
ported experiences with such United 
(or Federated) churches, invariably 
unsatisfactory. 


Presbytery adopted the report of its 
Centennial Committee, planning for 
celebrations leading to the observance 
of Centennial Sunday in October, 
1961. 

An Adjourned meeting was sched- 
uled for Nov. 2, 1959 in the First 
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Church, Asheville, at which meeting it 
was anticipated that the Rev. A. F. 
Fogartie would be received to become 
pastor of the Montreat church. 





CONCORD PRESBYTERY 


STATESVILLE, N. C. — The Fall 
meeting of Concord Presbytery was 
held in the Second Church, Concord, 
Oct. 20. Elder Carey P. Lowrance of 
the Prospect church, Mooresville, was 
elected Moderator. 


Rev. James F. Hubbard was re- 
ceived from Greenbriar Presbytery, to 
serve as chaplain and acting head of 
the Bible department, Presbyterian 
Junior College. Rev. Eugene Wither- 
spoon was received from Asheville 
Presbytery to become Assistant Pastor 
of First Church, Statesville. 


Pastoral relations were dissolved be- 
tween the Rev. Fred R. Stair and the 
First Church, Hickory; between the 
tev. Robert Park and the Rocky River 
church, Concord; between the Rev. 
Charles I. Mann and the Beattie Me- 
morial and Setzer’s Gap churches; be- 
tween the Rev. Clarence A. Lingle, Jr. 
and the Bayless Memorial church, Con- 
cord. 


In an address to the Presbytery, 
the Rev. D. J. Cumming, Educational 
Secretary of the Board of World Mis- 
sions, declared that too often the the- 
ology of local churches, either directly 
or by neglect has led the people 
to believe that God, being Love, will 
provide some other way of salvation 
for the peoples of the world apart 
from that offered in the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. The result has been a 
decreasing interest in Foreign Mis- 
sions. 


Presbytery approved the proposed 
chapter for the B.O.C.0. on United 
churches. 


Presbytery adjourned to meet in 
Little Joe’s Church, Barium Springs, 
Jan. 19, 1960. 


—Thompson B. Southall, S. C. 





CENTRAL MISSISSIPPI 
PRESBYTERY 


EDWARDS, Miss.—The Quarterly 
Meeting of the Presbytery was held 
on Oct. 15, at the Edwards, Miss., 
church, the Rev. Peter DeRuiter, pas- 
tor. The meeting took place in con- 
nection with the 90th anniversary 
celebration of the Edwards church. 
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The Rev. J. H. Harper of the Trin- 
ity church, Jackson, was succeeded as 
Moderator by Elder A. E. Gatlin of 
the Madison church. Moderator in 
nomination is the Rev. Albert H. 
Freundt, Jr., of the Forest church and 
a professor at Belhaven College. 


The Presbytery voted almost unani- 
mously against the proposed amend- 
ment to the B.O.C.O. on United 
churches. 


Mr. Charles Skinner of the Central 
church, Jackson, was received as a 
Candidate for the ministry, bringing 
to 24 this Presbytery’s number of min- 
isterial candidates. 


The next Stated Meeting will be 
held at the Alta Woods church, Jack- 
son, on January 1, 1960. 


—W. A. Gamble, S. C. 





MEMPHIS, Tenn.—The 40 Presby- 
terian churches of Memphis, repre- 
senting the U. S. Church, the U. P. 
Church, the Cumberland Church and 
the A. R. P. Church have completed 
a joint program of evangelism through- 
out the city of Memphis. This united 
effort was conducted in two phases. 


The first phase featured a program 
of visitation evangelism under the di- 
rection of Dr. Cecil Thompson of Co- 
lumbia Seminary. Chairman of the 
Memphis committee was Dr. Robert 
S. Hough, pastor of First U. S. Church. 
The city was divided into eight areas 
and in each area a supper meeting was 
held each night from Octover 5-7, with 
visitors instructed by ministers trained 
by Dr. Thompson. The visitation re- 
sulted in a total of 45 Professions and 
179 additions by Letter. 





Beginning October 18, the second 
phase featured Dr. Louis Evans, Min- 
ister at Large of the U. S. A. Church. 
Over 3,000 persons were present on 
that Sunday night in the Ellis Audi- 
torium, to hear Dr. Evans preach on 
“Do You Really Believe.” 





WEST MONROE, La.—Nine years 
ago, in October 1950, Memorial Pres- 
byterian Church here received the ap- 
proval of Red River Presbytery to 
organize a chapel. Some nine years 
later that chapel has, by action of 
Presbytery, become a church, Highland 
Chapel. 


Mr. Hal Hyde, Urban Extension 
secretary of the Board of Church 
Extension, Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
said in 1957, “Highland Chapel has 
an excellent location and, with the 
growth taking place in this area, it 
should continue to have a _ steady, 
healthy, increase in membership. 





BATON ROUGE, La.—(PN)—First 
Presbyterian Church here will be the 
host to 400 young people who will 
come for the Louisiana Synod Senior 
High Youth Convention December 
28-30, 1959. 


This Youth Convention is one of 
the few to be attempted at the Synod 
level. It will be patterned after the 
larger quadriennial conventions of the 
Church. 





CLINTON, S. C.—Newly elected of- 
ficers have taken over leadership of 
the four classes at Presbyterian Col- 
lege. 


HR Armed only with the Word of God, PTL 
evangelists have invaded Moslem territory in 
Africa. As recently as a decade ago, who would 
have dared to imagine that American missionaries 
could enter Moslem schools and tell students 
about Christ, stand in public squares and pro- 
claim that there is only one God—and,His name 
is not Allah, but Jesus Christ! 


We praise God for the marvelous opportunities 
the PTL Teams are having to reach such people 
for Christ. 

Your help is urgently needed now if this vital 
ministry is to continue. 


Alfred A. Kunz, International Director 
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Recent campus-wide ballotting 
named as class presidents: Senior 
class—Billy Hagood of Easley; Junior 
— Billy Betchman of Summerton; 
Sophomore—Joe Davis of Lawrence- 
ville, Ga.; and Freshman—Joe Har- 
vard of Columbia. 





BLACK MOUNTAIN, N. C. — Up- 
wards of 300 men gathered at the 
Mountain Orphanage near here, 
for Asheville Presbytery’s Fall Rally, 
October 22. 


Re-elected president for the com- 
ing year was W. A. Singleton, of Mur- 
phy. Elected vice-president was Ray 
Clark of Sylva, and secretary-treas- 
urer, William A. Smith of Weaverville. 
District chairmen elected were Joe F. 
Maloney, Hendersonville; Jim Mad- 
dox, Franklin; and Gen. John C. Ar- 
rowsmith, Asheville. 





CORRECTION—A story in the Oct. 
14 issue confused the Sunnyside Home 
of Massanetta Springs with the Pres- 
byterian Home of the District of 
Columbia. The latter home is to be 
enlarged and is to be under the su- 
perintendence of the Rev. James S. 
Albertson after Nov. 15. 
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Many purchasers on seeing first copy 
order more. One Aunt ordered 35 
copies for her army of nieces and 
nephews. One Grandmother has or- 
dered 71 copies. Here are some of 
the titles: 


The Spider and the Hands — Swat the Fly — 
Sparrows — Grasshoppers — Born to Soar — 
Frogs and Fireflies — Bees and Nectar and 
Honey — The Briar and the Roses — The Little 
Foxes — Grandmothers and Mothers — Joseph, 
a Continued Story — Miracles (Ten of them) — 
Sword of the Spirit — The Birth of Jesus — 
Flight Into Egypt — The Boyhood of Jesus — 
Jonah and the Whale — Born Again — Prayer 
Changes Things — A Little Child Shall Lead 
Them — Judy Won Her Teacher — The First 
Two Brothers — David (A continued story) — 
Golden Apples — He Ran Away — Mother’s 
Day — The Flood — He Lied — Daniel and 
the Lions — She Told It — Ruth — Listening 
To God — The Prodigal Son — A Little Girl’s 
Christmas Story — A Blind Beggar — Down 
Through The Roof — He Loves You — The Ant, 
A Worker — The Tongue — Bears and Bug- 
bears — Jesus Loves Children — Lost and 
Found — This Little Light of Mine — A Little 
Lost Sheep — He Climbed A Tree — God Chooses 
A Man — Thanksgiving — Smiles — Stripes — 
Greyfriars’ Bobbie. 


Price $1.25 postpaid. Order from 


THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 

















THE FULFILLMENT OF LIFE, by 
Owen M. Weatherly. John Knox Press. 
158 pp. $3.00. 


The thesis of this book is that all 
creation is ordered by divine law and 
human life finds its fulfillment only 
to the extent that man recognizes and 
conforms to that law. Our society 
has reckoned with this fact in the 
realm of scientific endeavor and has 
thereby made remarkable strides in 
recent decades. In just the same way 
we must acknowledge and be gov- 
erned by God’s law for the moral and 
spiritual realm. For God’s law is no 
less fixed in one area of concern than 
in another. 


In using the word “law’’, reference 
is not to the detailed requirements of 
the Old Testament but to the govern- 
ing principles which God has decreed 
for His creatures of all ages. Thus, 
the Law of God includes the Law of 
Faith, the Law of Love, the Law of 
the Spirit, the Law of Liberty, etc. 


As Dr. Weatherly emphasizes the 
necessity of submission to the Divine 
Law for the fulfillment of life, he does 
not overlook the reality and necessity 
of grace. Rather he recognizes that the 
law of God includes the principles by 
which grace is extended to man and 
aptly points out the fact that the 
function of grace is not to negate 
the obligations of the moral law but 
to enable men to fulfill them. 


While the theme of this book might 
suggest to some dull reading, “The 
Fulfillment of Life’’ is never that. It 
is a book which speaks to one of the 
crucial problems of our generation, 
and it will certainly be rewarding to 
the thoughtful reader. Ministers will 
find here many thought-starters for 
helpful sermons or perhaps a series of 
sermons. 


—James W. Lipscomb 
Ruston, La. 





Buy Your Books From 
THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
BOOK DEPARTMENT 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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(Cont. from Back Page) 

For several years I have been read- 
ing and enjoying your JOURNAL with 
great profit, using the Sunday School 
lessons as a basis for my teaching. 
The lessons have proved to be very 
practical and easily understood by the 
average untrained layman. I am well- 
pleased with the emphasis made in 
them. The editorials have shown the 
soundness of faith and life of their 
writers. The young people have used 
some of the programs printed for them 
and find them very helpful. And 
just recently the women have been 
making use of the material prepared 
for their study in I Peter. 

I pray that God will continue to in- 
fluence our Southern Church through 
your good JOURNAL. 

Kenneth L. Barnes 
Nathalie, Va. 





Sir: 

I am particularly interested in your 
comments on Khrushchev’s visit. It 
is deplorable to realize that our so- 
called Christian nation would fail to 
have the courage to hear a blessing at 
each banquet held for him. I think 
a protest should be lodged “some- 
where.” I have written to my Sen- 
ator Russell to that effect. 

Thomas M. Fowler 
Columbus, Ga. 


Resignation and faith behold God in 
the smallest hair that falls; and the 
happiest life is that of him who has 
bound together all the affairs of life, 
great and small, and intrusted them 
to God. 

—J. W. Alexander 
Quoted in the DICTIONARY 
OF THOUGHTS 

1960 


PELOUBET'S 


SELECT NOTES 
A Complete Teaching Aid for all 


Denominations on the 
INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS 
* Suggestions for 
teachers of all 
grades 
% Lesson plans and 
outlines 
% Audio Visual 
Material 


*% Bible Expositions 


at all Bookstores 
Price $ 2,95 
W. A. WILDE CO., Publishers, Natick, Mass. 
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MINISTERS 
Frederick L. Netz, (U.S.A.) from 
Raymond, Minn., to Prinsburg, 
Minn. 
D. L. Erwin, from Princeton, W. 


Va., to 2405 Gardenor, Tampa, Fla. 


W. S. Beardshaw, from Homer, Ga., 
Marion Junction, Ala. 


D. C. E’s 


Mrs. John J. White (former Miss 
Ellen Williams), from Henderson, 
N. C. to Rt. 1, Sloan’s Trailer Ct., 
Chapel Hill, N. C. 


Miss Margaret Hood, from Graham, 
N. C. to 5601 Wilora, Lake Rd., 
Charlotte, N. C. 


Charles E. Holland, from Mississippi 
Valley Presbytery (ARP) to Eutaw, 
Ala., Eutaw and New Hope churches. 


Albert Drake, from Chattanooga 
Presbytery (UPUSA) to Cramerton, 
N. C., the Cramerton church. 





cETTERS 
Sir: 


The answer to the letter NAME 
WITHELD is an evidence that some 
are actuated by true Love to a great- 
er degree than I confess lives in me. 
Am afraid I would have charged the 
writer with lack of Love or Charity 





for his, to me, unkind and unfair 
charges. 
John W. Davis 
Johnston, S. C. 
Sir: 


This is to confirm our request to be 
enrolled in the Every Family Plan at 
$2.00 per family. I will have our 
Church Roll made up on 4x6 cards 
and forwarded to you at the earliest 
convenience, so that our people might 
start feasting on the Spiritual food 
which the JOURNAL always affords. 

Lane G. Adams 
Key Biscayne, Fla. 


We are glad to see the Every Fam- 


ily Plan taking hold. It is not neces- 


sary to separate the mailing list as 
above, however—Ed. 


Sir: 


By way of reply to Mr. Mahlon 
Weis about the falsehood in beer ad- 
vertising, (MAILBAG, Oct. 14), sug- 
gest to that questioner that he com- 
municate with Rev. Jack Epps and 
Rev. Herman Colvin, Associate Direc- 
tors of United Christian Action, at 
1705 Gary Rd., Lakeland, Fla., ap- 
pealing for appropriate protest action 
by the UCA to Federal authorities in 
Washington, D. C. There is a federal 
law, adequate for the matter com- 
plained of. But to get that law 
promptly and effectively enforced, it 
is needful that protests be lodged 
from all parts of the nation. Tell 
your questioner also that he will do 
well to write to Dr. Caradine R. 
Hooten, General Secretary, the Meth- 
odist Board of Temperance, 100 
Maryland Ave., N.E., Washington, D. 
C. He is already spearheading a 
strong mobilization of protests on the 
very matter complained of. 


I have been receiving the JOUR- 
NAL for several weeks, now, and I 
am a very happy and recipient reader. 
I am enclosing my check for $15.00 
in payment of my subscription for five 
years. 

W. Earl Hotalen 
Baton Rouge, La. 


Dr. Hotalen is the esteemed direc- 
tor of the Louisiana Moral and Civic 
Foundation, and a Methodist—Ed. 





Sir: 


I have read, with much interest, the 
first two issues of the JOURNAL 
since you assumed editorship. I have 
been very much pleased with the for- 
mat, which is a decided improve- 
ment. I have appreciated the way you 
have been dealing with a single theme 
throughout the issue and I am sure 
that this is helpful to pastors like me. 


For some time I have wondered if 
the JOURNAL could not provide a 
question and answer column, enlarg- 
ing the little “box” on p. 4 of the 
Oct. 7 issue? 

J. Davison Philips 
Decatur, Ga. 


We have begun such a feature and 
will enlarge it as reader interest war- 
rants—Ed. 





Sir: 


I formed a great respect and ad- 
miration for Dr. Bell during the China 
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troubles of 1937 when the Japanese 
were just beginning to “act up.” Dr. 
Bell was one of a dedicated band of 
spiritual and medical missionaries who 
were evacuated to safe territory by a 
naval force under my command. It 
wasn’t long after that I had a letter 
from Dr. Bell saying that he had gone 
back into the danger area and hoped 
that I would understand. I did under- 
stand and will always remember his 
courage and devotion to duty. 


On the occasion of the evacuation 

I spent the night in the mission com- 
pound with Dr. John Reed of Rich- 
mond and in the course of the conver- 
sation I mentioned that Dr. Edward 
Mack of Union Seminary was my 
father-in-law. Dr. Reed said, “I had 
Christmas dinner with him last Christ- 
mas.” And then it did seem like a 
small world. 

Capt. T. T. Patterson, 

U. S. N., Ret. 

Haddonfield, N. J. 





Sir: 


During the age of the Reformation 
my people were blessed with a printed 
Bible in their own tongue. But the 
Counter-Reformation, through its vio- 
lence, deprived them of this gift of 
God and resulted in the martyrdom of 
Protestant Christians of my country, 
Byelorrusia, or B. S. S. R. 


Now my people have a wide variety 
of classical literature in our own lan- 
guage, but from the inception of the 
Russian Communist occupation of my 
country, we have been obliged to read 
atheist literature in our language; 
however, we cannot read the Bible in 
our own tongue as we have not, to this 
date, a complete translation of it. 


Our ministers having been murdered 
during the October Revolution and our 
Calvinist churches transformed into 
cinemas, there has been no possibility 
of carrying out the work of translat- 
ing and publishing the Bible up to 
this time in my country. Therefore, 
the undersigned requests your prayers 
for the Whiteruthenian Bible which 
he, in collaboration with others of his 
countrymen who are in exile in this 
country, is translating and publishing. 
This work is being undertaken in or- 
der that the Word of Jesus Christ can 
be preached also to our fifteen million 
Byelorussian brothers in Central 
Europe. 


—WU. Ryzy-Ryski 


(Cont. Inside Page) 






































